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The Gas Permeable (GP) Lens Institute (GPLI) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated 
to providing eye care professionals and students with unbiased educational and practice-
building resources and programs pertaining to GP and custom soft contact lenses. Since 
1985, the Institute has been nationally recognized by leaders in the contact lens profession 
and education system, providing focused webinars, clinical programs, hands-on workshops, 
innovative online resources, and more. GPLI helps students, residents, and ECPs gain the 
experience they need to provide patients with the advantages of GP and custom soft lenses.

ABOUT THE GP LENS INSTITUTE

HELP SUPPORT THE GPLI

After decades of established success and national recognition, GPLI is committed to evolving, growing, and 
becoming an even more essential part of the eye care community. You can help us reach goals that will serve to 

realize the full benefit of GP and custom soft contact lenses, including:

Emphasis on the importance of GP education and experience
Increasing awareness that GP lenses can change lives and provide unparalleled vision

Boosting professional satisfaction and practice-building for eye care professionals
Helping others by paying it forward & partnering with those who have benefited from GP lenses

Expanding access to education through new and innovative programs

www.gpli.info/donate

https://www.gpli.info/donate
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THE GP LENS INSTITUTE MISSION

Mission
The Gas Permeable (GP) Lens Institute

is dedicated to providing the eye care community

with unbiased education, practice-building, and

resources to realize the full benefits and advantages

of GP and custom soft contact lenses.
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Welcome to the second annual GP Lens Institute (GPLI) Annual Report. 2022 
was truly a very productive and rewarding year as is described in this report and 
2023 should be even more exciting due to the large expansion in our programs, 
resources, committees, and the outstanding experts who help us on a daily basis. 
Our Development and Marketing Coordinator, Beth Anderzhon, has demonstrated 
her creativity and innovativeness in everything we are able to accomplish as her 
fingerprints are all over our programs, resources, and a greatly updated website. 
We are very excited to announce that well respected clinician, author, lecturer, 
and leader, Dr. Tom Quinn joined our family as Associate Director on January 1, 
2023. Beth and Dr. Quinn compliment the efforts of our dedicated GPLI Board of 
Directors, our renown group of experts - the GPLI Advisory Board, the Cornea and 
Contact Lens Resident Advisory Board, our 10 committees consisting of Advisory 
Board members and “Rising Stars”, and the ongoing assistance provided by CLMA 
Administrative Director, Pam Witham and Ursula Lotzkat and Wink Productions. 

We continued to revise our resources in 2022. Our monthly newsletter has a new and improved look and format. Our 
Cornea and Contact Lens Residents Symposium at the Indiana University School of Optometry, under the direction 
of Advisory Board member Dr. Jason Jedlicka, was a huge success. We continued to provide workshop programs at 
colleges of optometry and we continued to have outstanding attendance at our monthly educational webinars to 
ECPs and quarterly webinars to students. COPE approval was available for the last seven webinars of the year. Our 
development program continues to grow and we are so appreciative of the support of our CLMA Industry Partners, as 
well as donations provided by many of our Advisory Board members and other supporters who are prominently listed 
in this report. In particular, Drs. Stephanie Woo and Shannon Steinhauser were very supportive of an annual award in 
the name of Dr. Art Epstein. Our clinical externships program, with the goal of increasing the number of sites for 4th year 
optometry students to receive specialty contact lens experience under the direction of committee chair Dr. Gloria Chiu, 
continues to grow along with our first of four “How To” modules – “I Have a GP Wearer in My Chair: What Do I Do” under 
the direction of committee co-chairs Drs. Jennifer Harthan and Michelle Man. 

2023 is off to an outstanding start with the introduction of our most ambitious program, our GPLI Eye Care Professionals 
membership program which includes 14 benefits to members for a low annual fee. This includes “The Advisor”, a bimonthly 
online clinical journal edited by Drs. Jennifer Harthan and Melanie Frogozo, and quarterly podcasts (“GPLI Radio”) as 
moderated by Dr. Tom Quinn. Again, the GPLI was a Gold Sponsor of the Global Specialty Lens Symposium held January 
18-21, in Las Vegas. The GPLI sponsored a track of education, the registration of contact lens educators, a booth, and 
the social highlight of GSLS, the Rising Stars reception. This year the GPLI honored six very deserving individuals at this 
reception with the Naomi “Jo” Svochak GPLI Practitioner of the Year award to Dr. Gloria Chiu; the Dr. Edward S. Bennett 
Educator of the Year Award to Dr. Langis Michaud; the Thomas J. “Tommy” Pham Keratoconus Practitioner of the Year 
award – presented by Tommy personally - to Dr. Clark Chang, the Thomas E. Anastor Distinguished Service Award to 
Pam Witham and Ursula Lotzkat, and the newly established Dr. Arthur B. Epstein GPLI Award of Excellence in Specialty 
Contact Lenses and Anterior Segment Disease presented to Dr. Epstein with the award accepted by Dr. Steinhauser. 
The “I Have a GP Wearer in My Chair: What Do I Do” module should be introduced in 2023 while initial development of the 
second module, “I Have a Young Myope in My Chair: What’s Next?” will be occurring. 

Our goal continues, as always, to be THE source for GP and custom soft lens education. Thank you for your support in 
helping us reach this goal.  

Sincerely,

Dr. Ed Bennett
President and Executive Director, GP Lens Institute

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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GPLI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Ed Bennett
St. Charles, Missouri

President

Josh Adams
Springfield, Oregon

Vice President

Derrell James
Duluth, Georgia

Secretary/Treasurer

Kurtis Brown
Boston, Massachusetts

Dr. Rob Davis
Oak Lawn, Illinois

John Hibbs
Arlington, Texas

George Mera
Bedford, Texas

Daren Nygren
Las Vegas, Nevada

Chris Pantle
Muskogee, Oklahoma

Jan Svochak
Bedford, Texas

Sara Yost
Needham Heights, Massachusetts
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GPLI was born two years 
after I graduated optometry school 

and it has been my most constant and 
valued professional companion. In my 

40th year of specialty contact lens practice, I 
continue to benefit from GPLI’s incredibly robust 
suite of resources. These assets strengthen my 
continuing education, staff training and patient 
communications. Membership in GPLI, with its 
nominal cost and incredible value, should be 

one of the first professional organizations 
all new grads should join.

Dr. Susan Resnick
Drs. Farkas, Kassalow, Resnick

and Associates
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GPLI ADVISORY BOARD

Roxanne Achong-Coan, OD, FAAO, FIOAMC, FSLS
Ocoee, Florida

Tiffany Andrzejewski, OD, FAAO
Chicago, Illinois

Thomas P. Arnold, OD, FSLS
Loveland, Colorado

Richard W. Baker, OD, FAAO
Lafayette, California

Melissa Barnett, OD, FAAO, FSLS, FBCLA
Sacramento, California

Edward L. Boshnick, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Miami, Florida

Raymond J. Brill, OD, MBA, FAAO, FOAA
Mission, Kansas

Mile Brujic, OD, FAAO
Bowling Green, Ohio

Stephen P. Byrnes, OD, FAAO
Londonderry, New Hampshire

Patrick J. Caroline, FCLSA, FAAO
Forest Grove, Oregon

Karen G. Carrasquillo, OD, PhD, FAAO, FBCLA, FSLS
Arlington, Massachusetts

Carmen F. Castellano, OD, FAAO
St. Louis, Missouri

Clark Y.H. Chang, OD, MSA, MSc, FAAO, FSLS
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Gloria B. Chiu, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Los Angeles, California

Brian Chou, OD, FAAO, FSLS
San Diego, California

Robert L. Davis, OD, FAAO
Oak Lawn, Illinois

Daniel Deligio, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Downers Grove, Illinois

Karen Deloss, OD, FSLS
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Gregory W. DeNaeyer, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Columbus, Ohio

Timothy B. Edrington, OD, MS, FAAO
Fullerton, California

S. Barry Eiden, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Deerfield, Illinois

Robert Ensley OD, FAAO, FSLS
Louisville, Kentucky

Arthur B. Epstein, OD, FAAO, FBCLA
Phoenix, Arizona

Daddi Fadel, DOptom, FBCLA, FAAO, FSLS
Rieti, Italy

Jennifer G Fogt, OD, MS, FAAO, FSLS
Columbus, Ohio

Wendy Ford, COMT, FCLSA, NCLEM
Manassas, Virginia

Melanie Frogozo, OD, FAAO, FSLS
San Antonio, Texas

Daniel Fuller, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Memphis, Tennessee

John D Gelles, OD, FIAO, FCLSA, FSLS
Teaneck, New Jersey

Greg Gemoules, OD
Coppell, Texas

Over 80 experts from around the globe sit on the GPLI Advisory Board. Our members are some of the best
specialty contact lens fitters and educators in the world. They participate in ongoing meetings and 
conferences, serve as our webinar faculty, and are authors for many contact lens journal articles. These 
Advisory Board members play a major role in developing ideas for GPLI resources and content. They are
some of our best ambassadors, promoting our mission, messages, and resources across the country.

2022 ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS
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Alan N. Glazier, OD, FAAO
Rockville, Maryland

Robert M. Grohe, OD, FAAO
Thiensville, Wisconsin

Susan J. Gromacki, OD, MS, FAAO, FSLS
Fulton, Maryland

Anita Gulmiri, OD, FAAO
Boston, Massachusetts

Jennifer Harthan, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Chicago, Illinois

Cary M. Herzberg, OD, FIAO
Aurora, Illinois

Jason G. Jedlicka, OD, FAAO, FCLSA, FSLS
Bloomington, Indiana

Lynette Johns, OD, FAAO, FBCLA, FSLS
Walpole, Massachusetts

David Kading, OD, FAAO, FCLSA
Kirkland, Washington

Matthew J. Kauffman, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Richmond, Texas

Beth Kinoshita, OD, FAAO
Forest Grove, Oregon

Elise Kramer, OD, FAAO, FBCLA, FSLS
Miami, Florida

Jamie N. Kuhn, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Sahuarita, Arizona

Matthew Lampa, OD, FAAO
Forest Grove, Oregon

Karen Lee, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Houston, Texas

Michael J. Lipson, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Commerce Twp, Michigan

Derek Louie, MSc, OD, FAAO
Portland, Oregon

Kenneth E. Maller, OD, FAAO, FSLS, FIAO
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Marsha M. Malooley, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Elmhurst, Illinois

Robert J. Maynard, OD
Phoenix, Arizona

Brittney Mazza, OD
Boston, Massachusetts

Brooke Messer, OD, FAAO, FSLS
West Fargo, North Dakota

Langis Michaud, OD, MS, FAAO, FBCLA, FSLS
St. Laurent, Quebec

Heidi G. Miller, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Sacramento, California

Bruce W. Morgan, OD, FAAO
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Clarke D. Newman, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Dallas, Texas

Craig W. Norman, FCLSA
Granger, Indiana

Roxanna T. Potter, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Maumee, Ohio

Thomas G. Quinn, Jr., OD, MS, FAAO, FSLS
Athens, Ohio

Renee E. Reeder, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Pikeville, Kentucky

Susan A. Resnick, OD, FAAO, FSLS
New York, New York

Buddy Russell, FCLSA, COMT, FSLS, NCLEM, LDO
Atlanta, Georgia

Pam Satjawatcharaphong, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Berkeley, California

Jack Schaeffer, OD, FAAO
Trussville, Alabama

Cristina M Schnider, OD, MBA, FAAO
Vancouver, Washington

Muriel M. Schornack, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Rochester, Minnesota

Moshe Schwartz OD, FAAO
Owings Mills, Maryland

Louise A. Sclafani, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Chicago, Illinois

David B. Seibel, OD, FAAO
St. Louis, Missouri

Joseph P. Shovlin, OD, FAAO
Scranton, Pennsylvania
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Brian Silverman, OD
Seattle, Washington

Christine W. Sindt, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Iowa City, Iowa

Jeffrey Sonsino, OD, FAAO
Nashville, Tennessee

Loretta B. Szczotka-Flynn, OD, PhD, FAAO
Cleveland, Ohio

Mindy Toabe, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Cleveland, Ohio

Long D. Tran, OD, FAAO
Jacksonville, Florida

Ashley Tucker, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Manvel, Texas

Eef van der Worp, BOptom, OD, PhD, FAAO, FIACLE, 
FBCLA, FSLS
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Maria K. Walker, OD, PhD, FAAO, FSLS
Houston, Texas

Jeffrey J. Walline, OD, PhD, FAAO
Columbus, Ohio

Bruce T. Williams, OD, FIAO
Seattle, Washington

Stephanie L. Woo, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Las Vegas, Nevada

INCOMING 2023 ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Katie Greiner, OD, MS, MBA, FAAO
Stow, Ohio

Carl Kramer, OD, FAAO, FSLS
St. Louis, Missouri

Jamie Kuzniar, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Rochester Hills, Michigan

Andrea Lasby, OD, FSLS, FAAO
Calgary, Alberta

Chantelle Mundy, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Columbus, Ohio

Marcus Noyes, OD, FAAO, FSLS
Iowa City, Iowa

Chris Smiley, OD
Columbus, Ohio

2022-23 GPLI CORNEA AND CONTACT LENS RESIDENT ADVISORY BOARD

Veronia Abadeer, OD
NOVA, Southeastern University

Alia Cappellani, OD
NSU Oklahoma College of Optometry

Raymond Chartier, OD
Indiana University

Melynda Gagliardi, OD
New England College of Optometry

Emily Gottschalk, OD
Michigan College of Optometry

Mitchell Kanellis, OD
Southern College of Optometry

Melody Kordnaij, OD
NOVA, Southeastern University

Jordan Ladnier, OD
UAB School of Optometry

Sophia Lam, OD
University of CA at Berkeley

Jessica Liaw, OD
Southern CA College of Optometry

Chi Nguyen, OD
Southern CA College of Optometry

Julie Song, OD
SUNY College of Optometry

Allison Jussel Zagst, OD 
University of Missouri, St. Louis
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GPLI is an amazing organization! As 

a contact lens educator, I truly appreciate how 

they provide us with resources not only for our students 

but also for our patients. With our specialty lens patients, we 

provide them with application/removal and contact lens hygiene/

care guides in their “take-home kits.” For our students, their website 

provides amazing resources such as the GP “Click N’ Fit” that allows 

our second year students to see how the fluorescein pattern can be 

influenced with different fit changes. This was extremely helpful 

especially during COVID when we utilized our hybrid learning 

platform. We appreciate all of their help throughout the 

years! Thank you!

Dr. Vakishan Nadarajah
Midwestern University,

Chicago College of Optometry
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VISIONARY
• $100,000+ annually •

THANK YOU TO OUR INDUSTRY PARTNERS

BENEFACTOR
• $10,000 annually •

SUPPORTER
• $5,000 annually •

®

A d v a n c e d  V i s i o nA d v a n c e d  V i s i o n
T e c h n o l o g i e sT e c h n o l o g i e sT e c h n o l o g i e s

Custom Contact Lens Service
SynergEyes

OTHER INDUSTRY DONORS

•  Includes 2023 pledges

INTERESTED IN BECOMING AN INDUSTRY PARTNER?
Our Industry Partners help support the GPLI programs and services and are recognized in many ways. For 

more information, email donate@gpli.info and ask for our sponsor benefits package.

www.gpli.info/donate

https://www.gpli.info/donate
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THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS OF THE GPLI •  Includes 5-year pledges

Carl and Judy Moore in honor of Robert B. Mandell, OD, PhD

Jill Anastor in memory of Thomas E. Anastor
Drs. Ed and Jean Bennett

Dr. Edward Boshnick
Drs. Jerry and Lynn Legerton

Don and Joyce Ratkowski
Jan Svochak in memory of Naomi “Jo” Svochak

Society of Eye Care Specialists
(Drs. Robert L. Davis, Jeffrey Sonsino, Jordan Kassalow, Amy Nau, Douglas Inns, Aaron McNulty, Moshe Schwartz, Lamar 

Zigler, S. Barry Eiden, Todd Bowman, Jeff Cooper, Randall Feurst, David Seibel, Selina McGee, and Shalu Pal)

Tommy Pham
Ron Walker & Liz Segrè

Dr. Brian Chou
Christopher F. & Tina M. Pantle

Drs. Tom and Susan Quinn
Dr. Jeffrey Walline
Dr. Stephanie Woo

Thank you also to our anonymous donors!

 Teresa Acacia-Carara
Elizabeth Anderzhon
Dr. Eric Scott Bailey

Richard & Lynda Baker
Dr. Brian Berliner

Dr. Mile Brujic
Dr. Selena Chan
Dr. Gloria Chiu

Clarity Eyecare
Dr. Don Crouch
Carla Darquea

Diecidue Family Foundation

Neil Donnenfeld
Mary Doring

Dr. Daniel Epshtein
Frankie Fontana

Jorge Garzon
Dr. Lisa Greene

Dr. Susan Gromacki
Dr. Anita Gulmiri
Dr. Carol Hahn

Steve Hall
Dr. Annette & Tim Hanian

Dr. Milton Hom

Jon Hymes
Dr. Zubin Jiwani

Dr. Lynette Johns
Kathryn Kim

Dr. Beth Kinoshita
Dr. Jorge Martinez

The McGrew Family
Dr. Edward Melman

Rachel Negris
Nuvision Centers

Keith Parker
Dr. Roxanna Potter

Bobak Rafati
Dr. Logan Ragan
Dr. Denise Roddy
Dr. Sheryl Simms

Dr. Joseph Stamm
Al and Barbara Stephenson

Maureen Trusky
 Rita & Roger Walton

Dr. Eric White
Donna Williams-Lyn

Pamela Witham
Jeffrey Zitsch

SUPPORTERS
• $5,000 •

PRESIDENT’S SOCIETY
• $50,000 •

FOUNDERS
• $25,000 •

BENEFACTORS
• $10,000 •

OTHER 2022 INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Clinical Excellence Awards  •  Monthly Eye Care Professional Webinars  
•  Quarterly Student Webinars  •  Annual Cornea and Contact Lens 

Residents Symposium  •  Specialty Contact Lens Externship Site Program  
•  Consumer Educational Brochures Sent Nationwide  •  GSLS Participation  

•  COPE Continuing Education Administration  •  Eye Care Professional 
Membership  •  Newsletters  •  Social Media Outreach  •  GPLI Experts 

Facebook Group  •  Revised Clinical Pocket Guide  •  Student Workshops  
•  Website Redesign  •  Professional Awards  •  Updates to the Find a GP 

Specialist Database  •  Comprehensive Educational Online Module

2022 PROGRAMS & SERVICES – WHAT WE WORKED ON

2022 Cornea and Contact Lens Residents, Symposium Faculty, & CLMA Ambassadors at Indiana University
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How wonderful is it for this industry 

to receive the gift of 100% non-branded 

education, sponsored by the GPLI? We are all 

still learning how to better fit scleral lenses and 

having access to the giants in the field is priceless. 

The GPLI is the only organization I know whose 

mission is truly to make us all better doctors.

Dr. Jeffrey Sonsino
The Contact Lens Center at Optique

and Eyeris
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2022 REVENUE

$398,271

$163,676
Contributions
and grants

$5,690
Miscellaneous

$228,906
CLMA Education 

Support

2022 EXPENSES

$398,271

$14,021
Management & General

$150,592
Reserves for 
Future Programs

$233,658
Program Services

SUPPORTING OUR MISSION – FINANCIALS

2022 EXPENSES

2022 REVENUE



16

2022 AWARD WINNERS

2022 NAOMI “JO” SVOCHAK
GP PRACTITIONER OF THE YEAR

 presented to: Dr. Stephanie Woo

“For outstanding professional expertise in fitting 
customized contact lenses to benefit patients with 
improved vision and corneal health, and to advance 
the contact lens field.”

2022 DR. EDWARD S. BENNETT
GPLI EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

 presented to: Dr. Jennifer Harthan

“For outstanding achievement as an educator in 
the area of GP and custom soft contact lenses.”
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2022 AWARD WINNERS

2022 THOMAS J. “TOMMY” PHAM
GPLI – NKCF KERATOCONUS 
PRACTITIONER OF THE YEAR

 presented to: Dr. S. Barry Eiden

“For exceptional expertise in keratoconus education 
and management.”

Dr. Eiden is the first to receive  this award.

2022 THOMAS E. ANASTOR GPLI 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

 presented to: Dr. Edward Bennett

“For outstanding service toward the goals, 
mission, and programs of the GP Lens Institute.”

Dr. Bennett is the first to receive  this award.
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I have had the 

unique opportunity to utilize GPLI’s 

educational resources as a student, resident, 

faculty member, and practitioner. The commitment 

that GPLI has towards gas permeable and custom 

specialty soft contact lens education has allowed me to 

personally grow in my clinical practice, my knowledge, and 

in my teaching skills. I am honored to be able to collaborate 

with colleagues who share the same passion for GP lenses 

while serving on committees within the GPLI. I can’t 

thank everyone at the GPLI enough, especially 

Dr. Ed Bennett, for all that they do! 

Dr. Jennifer Harthan
Illinois College of Optometry



19

We revised the Contact Lens Clinical Pearls 
Pocket Guide, with contributions from 19 

experts in the field.

We earned the Candid Silver Seal of 
Transparency on GuideStar.

2 new awards were presented for the first 
time at our Rising Stars Reception: the 

Thomas J. “Tommy” Pham GPLI – NKCF 
Keratoconus Practitioner of the Year 

award and the Thomas E. Anastor GPLI 
Distinguished Service Award. Major league 

baseball player Tommy Pham, who has 
keratoconus, served as keynote speaker, 

presented his award, and stayed for photos.

We educated 3,000 people via webinars, 
workshops, and presentations.

25 GP Clinical Excellence Awards were 
given to 4th year optometry students at 

the colleges of optometry for outstanding 
achievement with GP contact lenses.

We laid the groundwork for a program 
to establish new specialty contact lens 

externship sites, providing resources for 
efficient and successful integration.

We fulfilled 427 orders and shipped 
56,945 educational resources to eye care 

professionals nationwide. 

The decision was made to hire additional 
staff to assist with program development, 

and longtime GPLI advocate Dr. Tom Quinn 
was offered the Associate Director position 

beginning January 1, 2023.

We redesigned the GPLI website with an 
updated look and functionality.

The GPLI ECP Membership Program was 
established and set to begin in 2023, with 14 

premier resources available to members.

The 24th annual GPLI Cornea and Contact 
Lens Residents Symposium was hosted by 
the Indiana University School of Optometry 
and involved 38 residents and fellows. The 

program included 8 virtual lectures & CLMA 
resource videos, a 3 hour live online grand 
rounds program, and 3 days of in-person 

workshops, lectures, and panels at IU. 

Beth Anderzhon became a COPE 
administrator, and we began offering COPE 

accredited webinars.

THINGS TO CELEBRATE


